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city and extending along both shores of the Bosphorus, the Sea
of Marmora, and the Dardanelles. (The brave men of many
nations who fought and died in and around the Gallipoli Pen-
insula had no idea they were giving their lives in thousands to
win Constantinople for the Tsar.)

In these Russian Foreign Office documents there is an im-
portant dispatch addressed to the Tsar's ambassador in Paris
on the 24th February 1916, on the eve of an Allied Conference.
Note is taken of previous agreements. The ambassador is in-
structed that he

must bear in mind that we are prepared to allow France and Eng-
land complete freedom in drawing up the western frontiers of
Germany, in die expectation that the Allies on their part would
allow us equal freedom in drawing up our frontiers with Germany
and Austria.

It is particularly necessary to insist on the exclusion of the Polish
question frDm the subjects of international discussion and on the
elimination of all attempts to place the future of Poland under the
guarantee or control of the Powers.

A year later, in February 1917, we find an exchange of
documents confirming the freedom of Russian action in eastern
Europe, and more definitely fixing the gains to be granted
to France in the west; France is to have not only Alsace-
Lorraine, but also the coal-fields of the Saar and iron mines
formerly belonging to the old Duchy of Lorraine. All other
territories of the German Empire on the left bank of the Rhine
are to be freed from 'all political and economic dependence' on
Germany, and formed into a new self-governing State, which
is to be occupied by French troops till all these changes are
completed. (Thus inter alia Aachen and Cologne, Treves,
Coblenz, and Mainz were to become cities of this new Rhine
State under the protection of France.) A final note from the
Russian Foreign Office, signed by Isvolsky, is dated the nth
March 1917. It mentions the arrangements made for Russia's
possession of Constantinople and the Straits, and a free hand in
settling the new eastern frontiers of Germany and Austria.
Four days later came the Revolution at Petrograd, but the